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The International Astronomical Union
Meeting at Stockholm, Sweden,
1938 August 3-10

By FREDERICK C. LEONARD

Through the courtesy of the Swedish Government, the House of
Parliament (Riksdagshuset) in Stockholm served as the headquarters
for the meeting of the International Astronomical Union, 1938 August
3-10. In this building, both the general assemblies and the sessions of
the various commissions were held. One can hardly imagine such things
occurring in the Capitol at Washington or in Westminster Palace at
London!

The meeting opened at 11:00 A.M. on Wednesday, August 3, with the
inaugural ceremony in the Concert Hall (Konserthuset), an imposing
structure of “modernistic” architecture, quite in keeping with the gen-
eral atmosphere of ‘Stockholm, which appears to be more up to date in
this respect than any other European city with which I am acquainted.
At the opening ceremony, addresses of welcome were delivered by the
Minister of Justice, Statsrddet K. G. Westman, the Chairman of the
Swedish National Committee on Astronomy, Professor H. von Zeipel,
the President of the Royal Swedish Academy of Science, Professor B.
Lindblad, and the President of the International Astronomical Union,
Professor E. Esclangon, and selections were rendered by Eric Bengt-
son’s Orchestra.

At 2:30 p.M., the first general assembly convened, at which speeches
were made by the President and other officers of the Umon, and routine
business was transacted. At 8:00 o’clock in the evening, a souper was
given the delegates and their accompanying ladies by the Municipality
of Stockholm, in the new and magnificent City Hall (Stadshuset). This
building is certamly the most striking, if not also the most beautiful pub-
lic edifice in the capital. The company assembled in the “Bld Hallen,”
and thence was conducted into the “Gyllene Salen,” where the luxurious
souper was served with customary Swedish hospitality. At the end of
the repast, which, with occasional speeches from the head table, lasted
most of the evening, the guests availed themselves of an invitation to
wander through the splendid Hall, and dancing was provided for those
who wished to participate.

On Thursday morning, August 4, the following commissions held
their initial meetings: (4) Ephemerides, (8) Meridian Astronomy, and
(20) Minor Planets etc. (together); (5) Bibliography; (12) Solar
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Radiation and Solar Spectroscopy; (22) Meteors efc.; (24) Stellar
Parallaxes and Proper Motions; (10) Sunspots and Characteristic Fig-
ures; (14) Wavelengths; (16) Planets and Comets (Physical); (33)
Stellar Statistics; (13) Solar Eclipses; (17) Lunar Nomenclature;
(19) Variation of Latitude; (23) Carte du Ciel; and (28) Nebulae.

In the afternoon, a reception was given in the spacious Royal Palace,
across a narrow canal from the tiny island on which the House of Par-
liament is located. The reception was intended to be held by His Majes-
ty the King of Sweden, but as the King was unable to be in Stockholm
at the time and the Crown Prince was indisposed, the eldest son of the
Crown Prince, Prince Gustafus Adolphus, did the honors in place of his
grandfather.

On Friday morning, August 5, the following commissions met: (3)
Notations; (18) Longitudes; (27) Variable Stars; (29) Stellar Spec-
tra; (6) Telegrams; (8) Meridian Astronomy; (20) Minor Planets
etc.; (25) Stellar Photometry; (30) Radial Velocities; (9) Instru-
ments; (15) Comets; (31) Bureau de PHeure; and (32) Selected
Areas. ,

In the afternoon, an excursion was made to Saltsjébaden, a remote
suburb of Stockholm, by special train, leaving from the Saltsjébanans
station in the city. After arriving at Saltsjébaden, the party was enter-
tained at luncheon by the Swedish National Committee on Astronomy at
the “Grand Restaurant Saltsjobaden.” The luncheon in no way belied
the name of the restaurant! After luncheon, the company made its way,
by an uphill but easy climb of about a mile, to the extensive grounds of
the Stockholm ‘Observatory of the Swedish National Academy of Sci-
ence, of which Dr. Lindblad is Director. There the visitors had an
opportunity to inspect the new Observatory, all parts of which were

‘thrown open for their examination, and they were treated to light re-

freshments by Dr. and Mrs. Lindblad. There too they gathered for a
group photograph, taken in front of the main entrance to the Observa-
tory.

The view from the Observatory is superb; it is faintly reminiscent of
the outlook from the Yerkes Observatory, on the north bluff of Lake
Geneva, in Wisconsin, and more remindful, perhaps, of the prospect
from the Dominion Astrophysical Observatory at Victoria, Vancouver
Island, British Columbia. The Stockholm Observatory itself, with its
several new and large telescopes and all its up-to-date appointments, is
a model of neatness and excellence. After a most interesting and
profitable afternoon spent at this leading Observatory of Sweden, the
visitors returned downhill to the railway- station and departed at 7:00
P.M. by special train for Stockholm.

On Saturday morning, August 6, a combined meeting of Commissions
(11) Chromospheric Phenomena, (12) Solar Radiation and Solar
Spectroscopy, (13) Solar Eclipses, (28) Nebulae, (29) Stellar Spectra,
and (36) Spectrophotometry, called for a discussion on spectral “Emis-
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sion Lines,” was open to all members of the Union and was attended by
many. At this session, presided over by Sir Arthur Eddington, intro-
ductory talks on various phases of the matter were made by Professor
H. N. Russell, on a “General Review of the Subject,” Dr. H. Zanstra,
on “Emission Lines in Nebulae and Novae,” Professor D. H. Menzel,
on the “Chromosphere and Corona,” and Dr. P. W. Merrill, on “Emis-
sion Lines in Stellar Spectra”; and Dr. B. Lyot showed and described a
remarkable motion-picture film of prominences and the corona, obtained
without an eclipse. Simultaneously, other commissions met for the
second time.

Figure 1

TaE Houst oF PARLIAMENT (RIKSDAGSHUSET), STOCKHOLM,
THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE I. A. U, MEETING

In the early afternoon, Commissions (11) Chromospheric Phenome-
na; (26) Double Stars; and (35) Stellar Constitution, held meetings,
after which a large party of the delegates and their guests visited the
Planetarium near “Skansen,” and attended a lecture-demonstration by
Dr. N. V. E. Nordenmark on the topic of “Le ciel étoilé du Nord.” Be-
ing familiar with such demonstrations in my own city of Los Angeles,
as well as in Chicago and New York, I could not help being struck by
the unavoidable sameness of these performances everywhere, even
though this lecture was in French! The group then had tea at the
“Solliden” restaurant and subsequently visited the open-air cultural
Museum “Skansen,” through a large part of which the company was
conducted by young-women guides whose ability to speak Swedish,
English, French, and German, won the admiration of everybody who

. was not so linguistically accomplished! Following the tour of the open-
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air Museum, a performance of national dances by artists attired in native
costumes was given for the special benefit of the party at “Bollnastor-
get.”

In the evening of this busy day, a combined meeting of Commission
(33) Stellar Statistics, together with Commissions (8) Meridian As-
tronomy, (23) Carte du Ciel, (24) Stellar Parallaxes and Proper Mo-
tions, (25) Stellar Photometry, (27) Variable Stars, (28) Nebulae,
(29) Stellar Spectra, (30) Radial Velocities, and (32) Selected Areas,
was open to all members of the Union and held under the chairmanship
of Dr. Lindblad, the President of Commission (33). This session was
called for the purpose of discussing the significance of the various
branches of stellar astronomy in relation to the problem of galactic
structure. Introductory talks were made by Professor B. J. Bok, on
“Star Counts,” Professor B. Lindblad, on “Spectral Types and the Dis-
tribution of Special Objects,” and Professor H. Shapley, on “Absorp-
tion Phenomena as Inferred from the Distribution of Extragalactic Ob-
jects.” Much discussion from the floor followed the addresses of this
important symposium.

On Sunday, August 7, an excursion into the lovely Archipelago of
Stockholm was made by a large number of the delegates and others on
the specially chartered steamship Brynhild, which sailed from the
“Skeppsbron” wharf near the Royal Palace in Stockholm at 11:00 A.M.,
and returned thereto in the early evening. Luncheon was served on
board, on open deck. This delightful cruise took the passengers within
sight of, if not actually into, the Baltic Sea, and was one of the most
enjoyable episodes of a program filled with all kinds of unusual enter-
tainments. For those who did not care to take the water trip but pre-
ferred a land excursion, the regular sightseeing tour to Drottningholm
Castle was recommended.

On Monday, August 8, a journey was made to Uppsala and Old
Uppsala. Departure, at 9:25 a.M., was by special train from the Central
Station in Stockholm. The party arrived at Uppsala at 10:15 A.M., and
visited, in all too rapid succession, because of the limited amount of
available time, the fine old Cathedral with its numerous historical monu-
ments, the Uppsala Observatory with its many instruments, both old
and new, and the Library with its famous collection of manuscripts and
documents. At the conclusion of this tour, a luncheon was given the
company by the Uppsala University, the Municipality of Uppsala, and
the Swedish National Committee on Astronomy, in Uppsala Castle. Like
all the other repasts to which the party was treated, this luncheon was a
sumptuous affair, and, in the romantic surroundings of a medieval castle,
seemed more like a banquet than an ordinary meal! At 3:40 p.M., the
group departed by special train for Old Uppsala, which is situated at a
distance of only a few miles from Uppsala. At Old Uppsala, the party,
under the direction of a competent guide, visited the ancient burial
mounds, of great archeological interest, and the old parish church, both .
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of which features the guide took pains to explain in detail. Finally the
company left Old Uppsala by train at 5:10 p.M., and returned to Stock-
holm, after another full day, at 6:10 p.M.

Ficure 2

THE Crty HALL (STADSHUSET), STOCKHOLM,

where a souper was given by invitation of the
Municipality of Stockholm on August 3

On Tuesday morning, August 9, was held a specially scheduled meet-
ing of Commission (36) Spectrophotometry, presided over by Dr. M.
Minnaert, at which Professor A. Unséld spoke on “The Continuous Ab-
sorption in Stellar Atmospheres,” and Dr. R. O. Redman introduced the
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subject of “Errors in the Measurement of Line Profiles.” Other com-
missions met at the same time that morning and likewise in the early
afternoon.

Following the commission meetmgs in the afternoon, an exhibition of
solar films was given in open session. At this assembly, Captain J. F.
Hellweg and his son, Mr. V. Hellweg, showed a motion-picture film and
lantern slides illustrating a recent eclipse expedition of the United States
Naval Observatory, and Dr. B. Lyot, by special request, repeated the
projection of his extraordinary film of prominences and the corona.
Judged by the spontaneous applause with which this film was received
on both of the occasions when it was exhibited and by the demand for its
second showing, it m1ght well be regarded as the scientific highlight of
the program.

That evening the entire party of delegates and guests was dmed
wined, and féted” at an elaborate banquet and dance, given at the “Has-
selbacken” restaurant, near “Skansen,” by the Swedish National Com-
mittee on Astronomy. At the close of the meal, several after-dinner
speeches were made, of which obviously the most popular and also the
most widely understood by the polyglot assemblage, was that of Pro-
fessor F. J. M. Stratton. This speech he delivered, first in English, and
then in half a dozén other languages! The banquet and dance, which
did not terminate for some members of the company until the “wee sma’
hours” of the morning, concluded the festivities of this literally eventful
meeting.

The last day, Wednesday, August 10, was given up, both forenoon
and afternoon, to general assemblies, at which reports were read, resolu-
tions were adopted, officers for the ensuing term, 1938-41, were elected
and installed, the personnel for the next three years of the numerous
commissions and sub-commissions (including that of a new commission
on interstellar matter, under the presidency of Dr. J. Stebbins) was an-
nounced, other business was transacted, and farewell speeches were
made. It is not my purpose to dilate on the details, or systematically to
record the minutes, of these last two sessions, as such information can
be found in the official report of the meeting. Suffice it to mention here
only the most important features of these two concluding assemblies,
mainly the final one. :

The election of Sir Arthur Eddington as President of the Union for
the years 1938-41 was announced at the last (afternoon) assembly, and
his “inaugural address” was read in his absence by the presiding Vice-
President, Dr. W. S. Adams. Sir Arthur had been obliged to leave
Stockholm a day or two before the close of the meeting, in order to ar-
rive home at Cambridge, England, in time for the opening of the con-
vention of the British Association for the Advancement of Science,
which had been scheduled to take place there a few days after the end
of the Union meeting in Stockholm. Addresses of farewell and in ap-
preciation of the many courtesies extended during the period of the
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meeting, were delivered, on behalf of the Union members, by Professor
A. O. Leuschner, and, for the ladies, by one of their number, who, at the
conclusion of her speech, gracefully presented to Dr. and Mrs. B. Lind-
blad and to Dr. and Mrs. Y. Ohman, each a little mememto of the occa-
sion. Finally, it was stated that the next meeting of the Union—which
is to occur in 1941—will be held in Switzerland, probably at Ziirich or
Geneva ; and, at an advanced hour of the afternoon, the meeting ad-
journed, sine die, with the delegates and guests dispersing to their homes
in thirty countries!

It may be interesting to note that, of the addresses which I heard,
about two-thirds were in English, a third was in French—the President
(M. Esclangon) was French—a few were in German, and none was in
Swedish or any other language. If an auditor was equipped, then, with
a working knowledge of English and French, he was prepared to com-
prehend at least the language of nearly all of the speeches delivered at
this meeting.

According to the printed program, the various nations adhering to the
Union sent the following official delegates (most of them members of
the Union) to the meeting. The first number given in connection with
the name of each country is the number of its delegates, and the second,
that of their accompanying guests.

BeLcium: 12, 4 DENMARK: 8, 5 B. Lyot
S. Arend R. Andersen H. Mineur
J.Cox . D. la Cour G. Perrier
E. Delporte J. P. Moller M. A. Schmitt
J. Delvosal A. V. Nielsen N. Stoyko
F.de Roy N. E. Norlund
E. Merlin B. Stromgren GERMANY: 11, 4
F. Moreau E. Strémgren F. Becker ’
F. E. Nisoli Miss J. Vinter Hansen 1, Jehle
%%elser;er Eoyer: 1. 1 11;1 g_,%dendorﬁ

- Wi, ) . Schembo
E. Vandekerkhove M. R. Madwar E. Schgenb;g
H. L. Vanderlinden Estaonta: 1, 1 1]:; tSCh]%rr

. E. Opik . ten Bruggencate
VBBULGAéIA. 1,0 P O. Thomas
IN. Bone FiNLAND: 3, 1 A. Unsold
ANADA: 4. 6 R. Furuhjelm E. von der Pahlen
C_%_I::?.gm ’ H. O. Gronstrand H. von Kliiber
W. E. Harper J. Tuominen
F. S. Hogg GREAT BrRITAIN: 45, 24
J. S. Plaskett France: 18, 8 R. d’E. Atkinson
J. Baillaud A. Beer

CzecHOSLOVAKIA : 11, 8 F. Baldet H. Briick
K. Dusl D. Barbier C. P. Butler
E. F. Freundlich D. Chalonge J. A. Carroll
V. Guth H. Chrétien L. S. Chapman
W. W. Heinrich A. Couder G.L.Clark
Z.Kopal L. d’Azambuja L. J. Comrie
F. Link H. Deslandres A.C.D.Crommelin
J. Madar E. Esclangon’ C. R. Davidson
J. M. Mohr G. Fayet H. Dingle
V. Nechvile Mme. C. G. Flammarion J. C. Dobbie
H. Slouka H. Grouiller A. S. Eddington
J. Svoboda A. Lambert D. S.Evans
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GRreece: 1, 0
S. M. Plakidis

HorLaND: 16, 7
A.Blaauw
J.'G. Ferwerda
E. Hertzsprung
W. J. Luyten
W. C. Martin
M. Minnaert
J. H. Oort
P. T. Oosterhoft
L. Plaut
Miss E. Schuurman
K. A. Strand
J. Ultterdijk
H. van Gent
G. van Herk
P. J. van Rhijn
F. A. Vening-Meinesz

Huncary: 1,0
K. Lassovszky

Inpra (BriTism): 1,1

T. Royds

ItaLy: 7, 3
G. Abetti
L. Carnera
G. Cecchini

E. Loreta
M. Maggini
G. Silva
F.Zagar

"Japan: 2, 0
Y. Hagihara
I. Yamamoto

Jucosravia: 1, 0
M. J. Terzitch

LitHUANIA: 1, 1
P. Slavenas

Norway: 8, 4
C. C. Christiansen
K. Lous
G. Randers
S. Rosseland
G. Steensholt
C. Stormer
L. Vegard
J. Wasiutynski

Poranp: 10, 2
T. Banachiewicz
M. Bielicki
J. Gadomski
Miss W. Iwanowska
M. Kamienski
F. Kepinski
F. Koebcke
J. Krassowski
S. Piotrowski
E. Rybka

RomaNiAa: 4,1
G. Bratu
N. Donitch
C. Parvulesco
V. G. Siadbey

SouTH AFRICA: 2, 2
J. Jackson
H.E. Wood

Spain: 3, 1
P. Carrasco
L. Rodés
P. M. Ryves

SWEDEN : 42, 22
0. Akesson
H. Alfvén
A. Angstrom
S. Asklof
B. Asplind
T. E. Aurén
F. Berglund
0. Bergstrand
K. Bohlin
P. Collinder

A. Corlin

C. G. Danver
G. Dyfverman
B. Edlén

W. Gyllenberg
S. Holm

E. Johansson
H. Kohler

B. Lindblad

A. Lindstedt
K. Lundmark
C. Lonnqvist
G. Malmquist
N. V. E. Nordenmark
H. Nordstrém
J. Ohlsson

Y. Ohman
Miss F. Palmér
H. Petersson
H. Pleijel

J. Ramberg

K. D. P. Rosén
A. Roth

T. Rubin

C. Schalén

T. Setterberg
G. Slettenmark
E. Stenquist
N. Tamm

H. von Zeipel
A. Wallenquist
G. Wernberg

SWITZERLAND: 5, 1
W. Brunner
E. Guyot
‘0. Liitschg
S. Mauderli
M. Waldmeier

U.S.S.R.: 1,0
L.J. Semenof

UNITED STATES OF

AMERICA : 60, 32
C. G. Abbot
W. S. Adams
W. Baade
J. G. Baker
R. H. Baker
B.J.Bok
Mrs. P. F. Bok
B. Boss .
Miss C. Boyd -
J. Boyd
H. E. Burton
Miss M. R. Calvert
Miss A. J. Cannen
Miss E. R. Cornwall
Miss D. N. Davis
Miss H. W. Dodson
C. W. Elmer
Miss A. H. Farnsworth
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L. Goldberg G. P. Kuiper Mrs. C. E. M. Sitterly
L. C. Green W. D. Lambert F. Slocum

W. K. Green F.C. Leonard Miss L. T. Slocum
J.S. Hall A. O. Leuschner J. Stebbins

G. R. Harrison N. Mayall T. E. Sterne

Miss M. Harwood W. F. Meggers J. Stokley

J.F. Hellweg D. H. Menzel G. Stromberg

V. Hellweg P. W. Merrill Miss H. H. Swope
Miss D. Hoffleit S. A. Mitchell A.van Maanen

M. L. Humason Miss J. Mohr A. N. Vyssotsky

T. S. Jacobsen J. Robertson R. Wildt

H. M. Jeffers H. N. Russell

Miss E. Jones J. Schilt VaTtican City: 2,0
Miss R. Jones M. Schwarzschild J. W. Stein

M. S. Kovalenko H. Shapley M. Tibor

B. W. Sitterly

Total number of delegates: 282; of guests: 139; of persons, both
delegates and guests, who were officially in attendance at the meeting
and for whom accommodations and entertainment were provided : 421.

I cannot conclude this account without expressing the appreciation,
which I believe was shared by all the visitors alike, of the excellent man-
ner in which every detail was administered by our hosts, Dr. Lindblad,
Dr. Ohman, and the other members of the Swedish National Committee
on Astronomy, for our comfort, convenience, and pleasure. Both the
formal and scientific features of the program and the splendid enter-
tainments which were so liberally provided by the Swedish Government,
the Municipalities of Stockholm and Uppsala, the Swedish National
Committee on Astronomy, and the several institutions which kept open
house at Stockholm, Saltsjobaden, Uppsala, and Old Uppsala, all took
place without a single untoward incident. It was, I think, the general
consensus of opinion that Stockholm, called sometimes “‘the Venice of
the North,” is an unusually attractive city and a singularly happy choice
for an international gathering of this kind. Its color, cleanness, and
modernity are especially appealing, and the charm of its lovely—almost
unique—setting, interspersed with lagoons, canals, and islands, is diffi-
cult adequately to describe. These things combined to make the Stock-
holm meeting an uncommon success and our sojourn in Sweden an ex-
perience which we shall gratefully remember.

DEPARTMENT OF ASTRONOMY, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA,
Los ANGELES, 1938 OctoBER 29
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